Icebreaker: Night at the Museum

Group size: 4-8 people per group, preferably seated at tables

Time needed: 20-30 minutes, depending on the size of the whole group

Supplies: one worksheet and pencil/pen per group, handheld microphone (unless the room is small)
Instructions:

Say to the group: Tonight, we’re going to skip the awkward introductions and play a game that’s going
to allow you to discover unique and interesting information about everyone at your table. I've found
that the things people collect and the items people treasure can tell you a lot about a person. For
example, [insert a personal story about a unique or rare item that you or a friend owns and why it is
special].

In just a moment, I'll be asking each of you to share about a rare or unique treasure you own that might
be museum-worthy — whether that’s the Smithsonian or Ripley’s Believe it Or Not Museum —in our
game called Night at the Museum.

Each table will receive one worksheet to complete. You'll find a list of categories to cover such as books,
furniture, jewelry, collections, and family heirlooms. Your table does not have to fill in all of the blanks,
BUT each person at the table must share one treasure with the group.

Once you’re done sharing, select a spokesperson to share two of the treasures with the entire group.
You’ll have about 8 minutes to complete your worksheet.”

After 8 or so minutes (walk through the room - encourage them and check on them) once all of the
groups are done, get their attention.

Ask the spokesperson to say their name and the names of the people whose items they are sharing (it
will help build connections). Unless you’re in a small room, you’ll want to use a handheld microphone
so everyone can hear what is shared.

Be sure to comment appropriately as the information is shared. (Confession: There was at least one
thing shared that was creepy, and | said so! It was!)

Notes:

| was surprised by how competitive the game became! There were two things that several people in our
group of about 100 ladies had in common — old Bibles and Christmas cacti. One woman had a Christmas
cactus that was 75 years old! | had no idea this was a “thing!” Once the thread was discovered, | allowed
groups to share more than there two things as they wanted to chime in and acknowledge how old the
Bible or cactus in their group was too.
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Night at the Museum

What do you own that belongs in a museum because it is especially unique or obscure?
Your group’s task is to uncover who holds rare treasures in the categories listed below.
Note: Each group member MUST have at least one claim to fame.

Be prepared to share two highlights from your list with the group.

Category Name Brief Description
Music Susan Jones George Jones 8 Track Tape
Book

Christmas Ornament

Collection

Family Heirloom

Footwear

Furniture

Jewelry

Kitchen Tool

Plant

Souvenir

T-shirt

Vehicle
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